The (Jauses of the World War
It was certain that some Serbian officers and officials
had assisted the conspirators more or less directly; the
conspirators had frequented Slav revolutionary circles in
Belgrade, and had also been in contact there with members
of an association known as Narodna Odbrana (National
Defence), which worked for the propagation of the ideal
of Jugoslav unity in the annexed province as well as in
Serbia. The complicity of a man of terrific energy, Colonel
Dimitrievich, attached to the General Staff as head of
the secret service, and a member of a secret society,
terrorist in character, known as the "Black Hand,'* is
now uncontested. Over this society, which played a very
large part in the preparations for the Sarajevo crime,
Dimitrievich and his lieutenants had the greatest influence.
But the results  of the   investigation,  carried out
immediately after the outrage, compelled the Austrian
authorities to recognize the innocence of official Serbia.
The conclusion of the report of Counsellor von Wiesner,
who carried out inquiries on the spot, may be quoted
textually:(7) "Complicity on the part of the Serbian
Government in the crime itself in its preparation, or in
the provision of weapons, is in no way proved, or even
to be presumed; and there are furthermore reasons
which must lead one to regard such complicity as
impossible."
All the incriminating evidence which could be brought
against the Serbian Government was the favour shown
by it towards the propaganda for Serbo-Croat unity, and
even so it was with great reserve that von Wiesner
summed up in this respect. He confined himself to saying
that "documents dating from before the outrage contain
no proof that the Serbian Government encouraged this
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